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Executive Summary 
The greatest threat our republic faces is the disconnect between Congress and citizens. Voters 

feel that Congress is not listening and is not accomplishing the will of the people.  They feel that 

special interests have more input than they do as voters.  Many bills significantly affect small 

business, jobs, healthcare providers, social security recipients, and veterans; in other words all of 

us.  However, regular, everyday citizens have little-to-no-input as legislation moves through the 

subcommittees, full committees or floor debate.  That is a problem that needs resolution. 

 

Citizens want more access to their elected representatives.  They want their representative to be 

more accountable to everyday citizens. It is time to end the influence of special interests and give 

the power back to the voters.  To change the insider’s culture in Washington, the process needs 

to change. 

 

The most immediate and dramatic way to empower citizens is by bringing Congress closer to the 

people.  A Virtual Congress would immediately make Washington more accountable and give 

voters more influence.   

 

Corporations use video conferencing to meet with board members and managers from around the 

world on secure, high-tech, data-sharing lines of communication.    We must harness the 

technology available today to make Congress more accountable to the voter. 

 

  



Introduction  
 

The greatest threat our republic faces is the disconnect between Congress and citizens. Voters 

feel that Congress is not listening and is not accomplishing the will of the people.  They feel that 

special interests have more input than they do as voters.  Citizens want more access to their 

elected representatives.  They want their representative to be more accountable to everyday 

citizens. 

 
Representatives spend their time away from the district making it difficult for voters to hold 

federal elected officials accountable.   

 

Many bills significantly affect small business, jobs, healthcare providers, social security 

recipients, and veterans; in other words all of us.  However, regular, everyday citizens have little 

to no input as legislation moves through the subcommittees, full committees or the floor debate.  

That is a problem that needs resolution. 

 
Special interests have more and better access while voters have less and more difficult access to 

Congressional Representatives.  For the good of the republic it is imperative that we find ways to 

empower the voters.  In order to change this dynamic, the process must be changed. 

 

Limitations of a Centrally Located Congress 

 
 Requires constituents to spend hundreds of dollars just to obtain a 15-30 minute visit with 

their Congressman in Washington. Often, these visits are interrupted by committee 

business or house floor votes. 

 Lobbyists and special interest groups are based in Washington and have easy access to 

representatives, committees and staffers. 

 Distance prevents local media from covering major political activities first-hand and 

reporting back to constituents living in the district. 

 

Virtual Congress 

 
Electronic technology marked its appearance in Congress in 1844 with the telegraph. Next, the 

telephone, radio, television and computer brought improvements to the way Congress operates.  

In the age of the Internet it is possible to create a virtual Congress which would allow Members 

to represent their constituents directly from home.   

 

Members of Congress would report to Washington for debate and votes on critical bills and bills 

that pass a certain threshold of spending. Other occasions that warrant they be present in person 

would be to attend the annual State of the Union or receive addresses by foreign heads of state 

and other significant events.   

 

Day-to-day business of committee meetings, constituent meetings, floor debates, and votes could 

be conducted from the district under the watchful eye of the voters.  Constituents, job creators, 

local newspapers, radio stations, bloggers, etc. would have the opportunity to visit in person with 

their representatives before and after votes.   



Advantages of V-Congress 

 
Votes are already conducted in the House of Representatives by electronic device.  Each 

Representative has a personalized voting card that can be used with an electronic box for casting 

votes.  As early as 1886, proposals were already being floated in the House of Representatives to 

create an electronic vote-casting registration system.  It took more than 100 years for the House 

of Representatives to actually establish an electronic voting system.
1
  Acting on precedent and 

the secure technology we already have available, we can create a virtual congress that is safe, 

reliable, fast, and puts the power back in the hands of the voter. It would have an immediate 

impact to help reduce the influence of special interests.   

 
In open forums held in each Congressional District, more constituents can participate directly in 

Washington’s business and play a role in shaping our public policy.  One of the greatest threats 

our Republic faces is that the American people feel powerless; they feel like Washington does 

not listen.  We can change that by accomplishing the nation’s business among the constituents.  

If elected officials had to walk out of votes and immediately face constituents, deals like the 

Cornhusker Kickback
2
 would not occur. 

 

More Access 

 
 Constituents would not have to spend hundreds of dollars and travel hundreds of miles to 

meet with their Congressman. 

 Representatives could have viewing rooms where constituents could view the committee 

hearings, watch debates and be present for votes. 

 Representatives could avoid wasting hours sitting in cars, airports, and planes travelling 

to and from Washington each weekend.   

 Local newspapers could afford to attend critical debates and votes. 

 

More Productive Congressional Representation 

 
 Work time in the district would be enhanced.  For example, each weekend, it takes 

approximately 18 hours for NM-02 to travel to and from Washington. That is nearly one 

day each week spent travelling and not working directly with constituents. 

 Would reduce costs to serve as most elected officials have to maintain two homes. 

 Families could stay together.  Many Senators and Representatives face significant stress 

on the family because the family stays in the district while the Congressman is in 

Washington, D.C. 

 

 

                                                           
1
The Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970 included an amendment to authorize the development of an electronic 

voting system.  The first electronic vote was cast in the House of Representatives on January 23, 1973. (Source: 

Congressional Research Service, RL34366, “Electronic Voting System in the House of Representatives: History and 

Evolution”, Jacob R. Straus, August 28, 2009, p. 5. 

 
2
 http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/21/health/policy/21healthcare.html?_r=1&pagewanted=1 (See page two for 

more details) 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/21/health/policy/21healthcare.html?_r=1&pagewanted=1


Process 

 
 Votes and debate verification would be by retina scan and thumb print to ensure security. 

 A Member of Congress could access virtual congress through a personal electronic 

device like a blackberry or cell phone, or through a laptop, home computer, or television, 

or via teleconferencing equipment. 

 Secure teleconferencing is a well developed market. 

 State of the Union, speeches delivered by visiting heads of state and other events of 

national importance could occasion a gathering of the full congress in D.C. 

 

More Influence by and from the Home District 

 
 Policy staffers are almost exclusively located in Washington and rarely come from the 

district they are hired to represent.  With a Virtual Congress, policy staffers could be 

hired who reside in the district and who have ties to the district. 

 Constituents can spend the time immediately before votes visiting with their elected 

official 

 Congressman can spend more time back home meeting with constituents, remaining in 

closer touch with the problems and needs of their district.   They could monitor 

impediments to job creation by visiting local entrepreneurs and touring businesses and 

travelling the district. 

 Basic, everyday citizens could have more input into the system. 

 

Cost 

 
 Would save millions in travel costs for all 535 senators and representatives, therefore 

saving the taxpayer from footing the bill to send federally elected officials to Washington 

each week. 

 If each member no longer had to pay the approximately $100,000 each year to fly back 

and forth from Washington (a very conservative estimate) it would save over $5 million 

per year.   

 The high cost of living in Washington always creates a problem for staffers.  They are 

either young or very highly paid creating costs that would be lessened if staff resided in 

the home district. 

 

Summary 

 
The Virtual Congress is intended to be a profound change to the legislative process. In this 

revolutionary age of technology and round-the-clock media, now is the time to organize and 

create a forum for public input especially at a point in our history when so many Americans have 

lost confidence in Congress.  To change Congress, we must change the process and the 

influences over it. As we empower the citizens and voters we will strengthen the republic. 

  


